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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 19, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.   
429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair) 

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

Frank Gornick – City of Lemoore 

John Souza, Stratford Public Utility District  

 

Members Absent 

 

 

 

Others Present: 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Johnny Gailey (Administrative Consultant) 

Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

Julie Martella 

Julie Freitas 

Antonio Solario (WWD) 

Monserrat Solis 

Bobo Silva 

 

 

Craig Andrew - SWKGSA 

Frank Coelho Jr. 

Steve Jackson 

Zoom: 
Jay Weiner 
Liams iphone 
Amanda Peisch-Darby 
Luis Paniagua – UCANR 

  

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Present 
Director Gornick: Present 
Director Howe: Present 
Director Newton: Present 
Director Souza: Present 

Item 2:  

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  

None. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 
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Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 

 

Item 5:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Minutes for the January 15th Regular Board meeting were presented to the board for approval 

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by director Newton to approve the minutes. 

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton and Souza; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 6:  DIRECTOR REPORTS   Presenter: Directors 

Discussion: 
Director Howe commented on his attendance of the last few Southwest Kings GSA board meetings and that 
there had been veiled threats made against South Fork Kings GSA.  

Actions:  
None 
 

Item 7:  FINANCIAL REPORT   Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
Johnny presented the financial reports as of January 31, 2025 Frank Coelho asked about how the Mid Kings River 
was being financed without having a prop 218 passed, Johnny explained that he understood that the member 
agencies were pitching in to finance the GSA operations. Amer mentioned that the SGMA Round one grants were 
being closed out and that the remaining funds would be disbursed soon.  

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Gornick to accept the financials as presented 
(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton and Souza; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

 

Item 8:  D&O INSURANCE RENEWAL Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
The board was asked to approve the insurance renewal by Gallagher. The quote had not yet been provided, but it 
is due to expire before the next regular board meeting.  

Actions:  
 It was moved by Director Souza and Seconded by Director Gornick to approve the renewal up to a maximum of 
$5,500.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton and Souza; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 9:   GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Kevin Ruble 

Discussion: 
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Frank Coelho reported that the grower committee had been meeting every 2 weeks and had been spending a 
significant amount of time on the subsidence management plan.   He expressed concern about getting the 
subbasin coordinated to have a chance on getting out of probation. He also informed the board of beginning 
work on a well meter policy.  

Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 10:   ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
Johnny reported that the subbasin managers had a 2-hour meeting with State Board Staff. State Board Staff 
reported that the Gears reporting deadline is still May 1st. There will be a GSA workshop sometime in March 
online on the Gears reporting deadline. The GSAs presented Stat Board staff with current policies relating to GSP 
implementation. The State Board staff indicated that any new GSP submittal would be required to follow the Best 
Management Practices document recently published by DWR. This will require further work on the GSP to ensure 
compliance including potential 1d modeling.  
Johnny reported on reviewing potential SFKGSA implementation budgets with the grower committee to fund 
ongoing work by the GSA.  
Johnny was asked about the JPA amendment to add seats to the SFKGSA board, and he explained that he was 
working though issues with Empire management and Council on the issue.  
 

Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 11:  GEOSYNTEC REPORT Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
Amer reported and presented slides on his ongoing work on policies and GSP updates. He reported that State 
Board Staff hac been presented with the revised Sustainable Management Criteria and GSA policies. The State 
Board Staff have not had enough time to provide feedback on the policies at this meeting. They wanted to review 
the revised GSP to ensure that the policies would achieve the goals of the GSP. Our next meeting date with the 
State Board Staff is set for March 9th.    
Amer then presented the Board with possible approaches for the grower committee to use in the subsidence 
management plan development. One approach was to have subsidence zones that set different minimum 
thresholds (MTs) in an attempt to match neighboring GSA MTs and allow for higher MTs in some areas. The other 
approach would be to have a unified MT across the entire GSA that would treat all landowners equally. The 
grower committee had asked the board for direction on the issue as it was having difficulty in finding consensus. 
After robust discussion the board gave direction to the grower committee to move forward with the Unified MT 
approach.  

Actions:  
None 
 

Item 12:  APPROVAL OF THE WELL MITIGATION POLICY Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
The board was asked to approve the SFKGSA Well mitigation Policy. After the presentation the Board felt that 
they needed more time before considering approval of the policy.  

Actions:  
 It was moved by Director Gornick and seconded by Director Newton to Table the item. 

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton and Souza; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 
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Item 13:  LATE FEES FOR WELL REGISTRATION Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
The board was asked to approve late fees for wells that had not been registered by April 15th, 2026. After 
discussion with the board and a recommendation from the grower committee, the board thought that April 30th 
would be more appropriate. 

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to impose a fee of $100 per well on wells 
producing over 2 acre -feet per year for any well registered after April 30th, 2026 

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton and Souza; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 14:  APPROVAL OF RFP FOR PROP 218 AND PROP 26 
ELECTION 

Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
The board was asked to approve an RFP for Prop 218 and Prop 218 election and engineering services. This would 
support the SFKGSA finances as we transition into SGMA implementation. Discussion ensued and Chair Neves 
recommended that and RFI be prepared to send out to find firms that are interested and capable of assisting the 
GSA in Setting up a fee structure.    

Actions:  
 It was moved by Director Souza and seconded by Director Howe to put out an RFI for these services.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton and Souza; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

 

Item 15:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Vice Chair Howe 

Discussion:  
The Next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2026 at 5:30 PM. 

Actions:  
None 

    

    

Item 16:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 

 
7:44 p.m. 
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