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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 18, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.   
429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

Frank Gornick – City of Lemoore 

John Souza, Stratford Public Utility District   

 

Members Absent 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  

 

 

Others Present: 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Johnny Gailey (Administrative Consultant) 

Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

Julie Martella 

Doug Freitas  

Julie Freitas 

Dean Shiroyama 

Antonio Solario (WWD) 

Monserrat Solis 

Frank Coelho Jr. 

 

Craig Andrew 

Jaime Howe 

Zoom: 
Jay Weiner 
Kianna Amiri-Davani 
John 
Liams iphone 
Michael 
 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Vice Chair Howe 

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Absent 
Director Gornick: Present 
Director Howe: Present 
Director Newton: Present 
Director Souza: Present 

 

Item 2:  

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  

None. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Vice Chair Howe 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Vice Chair Howe 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
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None. 

 

Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Vice Chair Howe 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 

 

Item 5:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Vice Chair Howe 

Discussion:  
Minutes for the November 6th Special Board meeting were presented to the board for approval 

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by director Gornick to approve the minutes. 

 

Item 6:  DIRECTOR REPORTS   Presenter: Directors 

Discussion: 
None 

Actions:  
None 

Item 7:  FINANCIAL REPORT   Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
Johnny had just received the Bank Statement and did not have time to prepare the statements for this meeting, 

but reported that the Bank balance as of November 30 was $451,428.  
Actions:  

None 

Item 8:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING OPENING BANK ACCOUNT    Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
The Board was asked to approve a resolution authorizing thee SFKGSA to open a bank account with Valley 

Strong Credit Union. The credit union has other GSA clients and offers favorable interest rates on deposits at this time. 
Actions:  

It was moved by director Newton and seconded by director Gornick to approve the resolution. 
 

Item 9:   GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Frank Coelho Jr. 

Discussion: 
 Frank Coelho reported on the activities of the Grower committee. Frank reported that the committee members 
were disappointed that Empire Westside Irrigation district did not approve the JPA amendment to add 2 board seats to 
this GSA board. Johnny Gailey will follow up with the manager and counsel of Empire Westside ID to see what changes 
could be made to satisfy that board.   
 Frank then reported on the grower committee review of comments received on the Groundwater Allocation 
Policy. Edits were suggested for the policy at it would be further reviewed at the January 5 meeting of the committee. 
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 Discussion followed regarding the Well Mitigation Policy and differences were noted between the policy that was 
approved in the Kings subbasin vs our draft policy. The Well mitigation policy will be further reviewed at the January 
committee meeting. 
Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 10:  SFKGSA WELL MITIGATION PROGRAM   Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
Due to changes recommended by the Grower Advisory Committee, it was recommended that the boar table this 

item until a final version could be presented. 
Actions:  

This item was tabled. 
 

Item 11:   ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
Johnny Gailey reported on the Status of the FB lawsuit being sent back down to the superior court. A request was 
made to schedule a meeting with State board staff now that the appeal had been resolved. The State board staff 
had emailed indicating that they would still not meet with Tulare Lake GSA’s citing legal reasons which was 
disappointing. Johnny then reported on coordination efforts in the subbasin on methodology to determine the 
sustainable yield for each GSA. Currently the Tulare Lake GSAs have not agreed on a single method to split up 
the Sustainable Yield. Johnny noted that as long as the GSAs are utilizing transitional water the sustainable yield 
differences between the GSAs would not have any material impact. The triggers in the management plans would 
ultimately regulate the pumping in the basin.  
 Johnny reported continued discussions regarding a potential pilot well mitigation project in SFKGSA. 
There are currently 8 wells that Self Help Enterprises has referred to the GSA that they believe are the 
responsibility of the GSA. Discussion continued regarding details of prioritizing the wells for mitigation. There was 
also significant discussion on specific aspects of well mitigation including new well depth, and what would be 
included in a well mitigation, i.e. new pump, pressure tank, electrical, etc. He asked for direction on moving 
forward with investigating the costs and procedures associated with implementing a pilot project. The board 
recommended moving forward, but not spending any money without board approval.  
 Johnny then gave an update on the well registration program noting that SFKGSA had approximately 
67% of the land registered with Watermark. There were 119 domestic wells registered, and 379 total wells. New 
registrations have slowed down significantly.  
 

Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 12:  GEOSYNTEC REPORT Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
Amer reported on ongoing efforts in GSP development. He reported sending another email to the State Board 
requesting a meeting with the Tulare Lake Subbasin which Johnny had reported that the response was that they 
would not be meeting with the GSAs at this time. Amer noted that state board staff would provide further 
clarification on deadlines at a later date. The timeline for GSP development is still March of 2026.  

Amer then reported on SFKGSA public outreach efforts on the Groundwater Allocation Policy. There 
were 58 public comments received at meetings and via email. The comments were reviewed by the grower 
advisory committee and are being incorporated into the draft Policy.   



 

 
Page 4 of 4  

  

Amer then presented the draft subsidence management plan to the board. The board asked about 
coordination along the boarders of SFKGSA and Amer showed a draft map showing how SFK was aligning the 
minimum thresholds with the neighboring GSAs.  

The updated Sustainable Management Criteria were then presented to the Board. Amer noted that the 
Grower Advisory Committee had not yet review these due to time constraints, but these updates aligned with 
what had been accepted in the Kern and the Kaweah subbasins.  

 
Actions:  

None 
 

Item 13: None. NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Vice Chair Howe 

Discussion:  
The Next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for January 15, 2026 at 5:30 PM. 

Actions:  
None 

 

    

    

Item 14:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 

 
6:50 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 __________________________________ 

  Board Secretary 
_________________________________ approved on ___________________________ 

Joe Neves, Board Chair 
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