South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency November 6, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.

Special Meeting Minutes

429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245

Members Present:

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair)

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District

Others Present:
Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant)
Johnny Gailey (Administrative Consultant)

Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel)

Members Absent
Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District

Frank Gornick — City of Lemoore

Antonio Solario (WWD)
Steve Jackson

Dean Shiroyama

Gary Quintel Doug Freitas

Julie Martella Bobo Silva

Joseph Fernandes Zoom:

Frank Coelho Jr. Jay Weiner

Julie Freitas Monserrat Solis

Item 1: CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum. It was noted that
Director Mercer had passed away and a moment of silence was taken.

Roll Call:
Director Neves: Present
Director Gornick: Absent
Director Howe: Present
Director Newton: Present
Director Mercer: Absent
Item 2: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves
Discussion:
None.
Actions:
None.
Item 3: ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves
Discussion:
None.
Actions:

None.



Item 4: PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves

Discussion:

Doug Freitas made comments regarding the draft allocation policy. He acknowledged the comments that were

against allowing groundwater out of the GSA and recommended that a charge be established for that water.
Actions:

None.

Item 5: APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves

Discussion:

Minutes for the October 16 Board meeting were not included int the agenda packet
Actions:

The item was Tabled

Item 6: DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Directors
Discussion:
None
Actions:
None
Item 7: GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Frank Coelho Jr.
Discussion:

Frank Coelho reported on the activities of the Grower committee. He commented on the Mid Kings River GSA
proposed SY allocation being more than double what the SFK GSA SY allocation was. He questioned whether a conflict
existed for Amer in representing both MKRGSA and SFKGSA in the development of the policies.

Actions:
None

Item 8: ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey

Discussion:

Johnny Gailey reported on the Status of the FB lawsuit at the appellate court. He reported that we expect to be
able to meet with State board staff now that the appeal has been decided. Discussion continued regarding
applying for the good actor provision, and exclusion of fees from landowners. The State Board posted notice that
reporting deadline for the Tulare Lake subbasin is now May 1% to report pumping from July 15, 2024-September
30, 2025. Discussion ensued emphasizing the need to push forward on GSP development to be able to apply for
the good actor provision.

Actions:
None
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Item 9: GEOSYNTEC REPORT Presenter: Amer Hussain

Discussion:
Amer reported on ongoing efforts in GSP development. He reported sending an email to the State Board
requesting a meeting with the Tulare Lake Subbasin. The response was that we would not be able to meet until
December at the earliest. Amer described the need for outreach efforts on the Allocation policy and referenced
comments made on the Kern subbasin plan. Amer then reviewed the draft Well Mitigation Policy with the board.
There was discussion on how the SFKGSA Well mitigation program would operate compared to the existing Self
Help Programs that are in place. Costs were a concern.

Actions:
None

Item 10: SFKGSA PUBLIC COMMENT LETTER TO MID KINGS RIVER GSA Presenter: Frank Coelho Jr.

Discussion:

The Board was asked to approve sending a comment letter to Mid Kings River GSA regarding their draft
Groundwater Allocation Policy.

Actions:

It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to approve sending the comment
letter to MKRGSA

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton, Noes: None; Abstentions: None' Absent: Mercer, Gornick)

Item 11: SFK DRAFT WELL MITIGATION POLICY — OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT  Presenter:  Frank Coelho Jr.
PERIOD

Discussion:
The Board was Asked to open a 30 day Public comment Period on the Well Mitigation Policy
Actions:

It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to approve opening the public
comment period for the draft Well Mitigation Policy.

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton, Noes: None' Abstentions: None: Absent: Mercer, Gornick)

Item 12: SFK GROUNDWATER RECHARGE POLICY Presenter: Frank Coelho Jr.

Discussion:

The board was asked to Approve the Groundwater recharge Policy. The Policy has been reviewed by the Grower
advisory committee and recommended to the board.

Actions:

It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to approve the SFK Groundwater
Recharge Policy

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton, Noes: None; Abstentions: None' Absent: Mercer, Gornick)
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Item 13: GEOSYNTEC OUTREACH PROPOSAL Presenter: Frank Coelho Jr.

Discussion:

The board was asked to approve a proposal from Geosyntec not to exceed $14,000 to provide outreach services
related to SFKGSA Policies and GSP implementation.

Actions:

It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to approve the Geosyntec Outreach
Proposal.

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton, Noes: None; Abstentions: None' Absent: Mercer, Gornick)

Item 14: None.NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves

Discussion:

The Next Regular Board Meeting was scheduled for November 20, 2025 at 5:30 PM. It was decided cancel the
next regular meeting. The Next Regular Board Meeting will be December 18, 2025

Actions:
None

Item 15: ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 7:29 p.m.
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