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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 18, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.   
429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  
Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 
 

Members Absent 

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District   
Frank Gornick – City of Lemoore  

 
 

Others Present: 
Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Johnny Gailey  (Administrative Consultant) 
Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

Julie Martella 
Dean Shiroyama 

Monserrat Solis 
Bill Miguel 

Bobo Silva 

 

Antonio Solario (WWD) 
Steve Jackson 

Julie Freitas 
Doug Freitas 

Zoom: 
Jay Weiner 
John  (no last name) 
Liam’s iphone 
Doug Jackson 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 
Director Neves: Present 
Director Gornick: Absent 
Director Howe: Present 
Director Newton: Present 
Director Mercer: Absent 

 

Item 2:  

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 
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Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Julie Freitas gave public comment expressing her concerns about SGMA and wondering what if the State is 
wrong about SGMA. She commented on water use by large data centers. She asked the board to continue to ask 
questions of the State.  
Doug Freitas then gave public comments regarding the discussion regarding water allocation policy. He 
expressed concern about how the board will vote on upcoming policies and wanted to be sure that the board 
votes for what is best for SFKGSA and the small farmers in the area.  

Actions:  
None. 

 

Item 5:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Minutes were presented for SFKGSA Regular Board Meeting held on August 21, 2025   

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to approve the minutes from the August 21, 
2025 Regular Board Meeting. 

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Mercer, Gornick) 

 

Item 6:  DIRECTOR REPORTS   Presenter: Directors 

Discussion: 
None 

Actions:  
None 
 
 

 

Item 7:   GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Doug Freitas 

Discussion: 
 Doug Freitas reported on the ongoing work on version 0.14 of the Groundwater Allocation Policy. He expressed 
concern over the ramp down to Sustainable Yield of 0.66 AF/Acre by 2040. He also reported on discussions regarding a 
potential Well Mitigation Pilot project provided to SFKGSA by Self Help Enterprises. Doug reported on robust discussion 
on potential transfers of water outside of the boundaries of SFKGSA. Progress is being made on the issue, but there are 
concerns on how to police such transfers once the policy is set in place along with concerns over total volume of such 
transfers. There was also discussion about the JPA amendment and discussions that were had at the Empire Westside 
Board meeting. Director Howe clarified that is was not denied but was tabled until the next meeting in November when 
council would be present to answer questions and concerns about the amendment. Discussion ensued regarding the 
subsidence management plan and concerns about the socio-economic impacts of stopping subsidence when there have 
been no reported impacts due to subsidence in SFKGSA. 

 
Actions:  
 None 
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Item 8:   ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
a. Tulare Lake subbasin update 

• Johnny reported that there had been no subbasin managers’ meeting since the last Board meeting. 
Mid Kings River GSA has also been actively working on allocation policies and Johnny reported good 
coordination with our neighboring GSA. 

b. DWR Draft Subsidence BMP Workshop 
• Johnny reported attending the DWR draft BMP workshop for subsidence in Clovis, CA. he reporting 

that it gave SFKGSA an opportunity to speak directly with DWR staff that are otherwise not allowed 
to speak with Tulare Lake subbasin GSAs due to the Farm Bureau Lawsuit. Johnny mentioned asking 
during the public comment section for more technical assistance in measuring the sources of 
subsidence in our area. SFKGSA will be submitting a formal public comment letter on the draft 
Subsidence BMP. 

c. Grower Advisory Committee meeting – Thursday September 25, 9:00 AM 
• Grower Advisory Committee meeting was covered in depth by Doug Freitas, we continue to move 

forward on allocation and subsidence policies. 
d. SFKGSA JPA amendment status update 

• JPA was also covered during the GAC report. Johnny’s strategy on the JPA amendment is to wait for 
Empire Westside to vote on the amendment before moving it forward to the other 3 JPA member 
Agencies. 

e. Well Mitigation Meeting with Self Help Enterprises 
• Meeting with other GSA managers and SHE focused on streamlining the mitigation process and 

focused on ways to improve efficiencies to minimize costs for well mitigation. Discussion ensued 
over the possibility of a city connection for the pilot mitigation project proposed by SHE. A meeting 
with the city has been scheduled to discuss this and other GSA related issues for collaboration. 

f. Well Registration Update 
• Johnny reported that 36,779 Acres had been registered to date. This is 61% of the land outside of 

the city of Lemoore in SFKGSA 
g. Well Permitting Ordinance Requiring GSA Review – discussion 

• Johnny recommended that we work with the county to become involved in the well permitting 
process to ensure that new wells are not being drilled above the minimum thresholds set by the 
GSA. If domestic wells are drilled above the minimum thresholds, we could be held responsible 
down the road if those wells go dry. During the Emergency Drought Order issued by the Governor 
the GSA did review well permits but once that order expired, we are now getting reports of the well 
permits monthly after the fact.  

Johnny also reported on a meeting with West Side GSA to discuss coordination on our subsidence Sustainable 
Management Criteria. Progress has been made in aligning our MT’s with those of West Side GSA, but we still 
have a 1.5 foot difference at our boundary with our current draft MT map. 

Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 9:  GEOSYNTEC REPORT Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
a. GSP Progress Report 

• Still no communication with State Board or DWR. A sustainable Yield study is being prepared for 
the entire subbasin and will be presented at the next subbasin managers’ meeting. Amer is 
actively working on finalizing Management Plans for Subsidence, Water Levels, and Water 
Quality.  

b. Groundwater Allocations – update 
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• Amer presented current progress on Version 0.15 of the draft Groundwater Allocation Policy. 
Changes include giving an Effective Precipitation Credit to those using Land IQ for measurement 
of ET. This would not apply to those using meters. He presented Slides showing Allocation 
Order of use and Parcel Eligibility. Amer then explained the current policy for transfers of SY 
outside on the SFKGSA which resulted in robust discussion. He then described the Transitional 
Allocations along with proposed step downs through 2040. He also presented a max pumping 
cap of 3 AF per Acre. This could be increased to 4 AF per Acre if a grower has sufficient 
landowner developed credits.  

c. Subsidence Management Plan – update 
• Updated Maps have been presented at the GAC along with changes to the draft Subsidence 

Management Plan Document to incorporate some of the language in the draft BMP for 
subsidence.  

Actions:  
None 

 

Item 10: None. NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
The Next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for October 16, 2025 at 5:30 PM 

Actions:  
None. 

 

    

    

Item 11:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 
 

7:12 p.m. 

 

 


