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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

August 21, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.   
429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  
Frank Gornick – City of Lemoore  

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  
 

Members Absent 

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District   
Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District 
(Vice Chair) 

 
 

Others Present: 
Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Johnny Gailey  (Administrative Consultant) 
Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel) 
Gary Quintel 

Julie Martella 

Joseph Fernandes 

Bill Miguel 
Frank Coelho Jr. 

 

Antonio Solario (WWD) 

Steve Jackson 

Zoom: 
Monserrat Solis 
Jordan Martinez 
John  (no last name) 
Rosemary Avila 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Present 
Director Gornick: Present 
Director Howe: Absent 
Director Newton: Present 
Director Mercer: Absent 

 

Item 2:  

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  

None. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 
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Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 

 

Item 5:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Minutes were presented for SFKGSA Regular Board Meeting held on July 17, 2025   

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Gornick to approve the minutes from the July 17, 
2025 Regular Board Meeting. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Gornick, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Mercer, Howe) 

 

Item 6:  DIRECTOR REPORTS   Presenter: Directors 

Discussion: 
None 

Actions:  
None 
 

Item 7:  FINANCIAL REPORTS Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
Johnny presented the financial reports as of July 31, 2025. He noted the bank balance was $85,560.48 as of July 
31st. The Directors were asked to accept the financial reports as presented ending July 31, 2025 

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Gornick to accept the financial reports ending July 
31,2025 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Gornick, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Mercer, Howe) 

 

Item 8:  APPROVAL OF REQUEST LETTER TO KINGS COUNTY FOR 
PROP 218 ADVANCE 

Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
Johnny explained that with our bank account balances growing dangerously low we would need an advance from 
Kings County to be able to continue our cash flow need as GSP preparations are finalized. Should we wait for the 
Tax roll funds to be collected, we would not see any new income until January 2026 at the earliest.  

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Gornick to approve the Request Letter to Kings 
County for Advance of Prop 218 funds.  

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Gornick, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Mercer, Howe) 
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Item 9:   GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Frank Coelho Jr. 

Discussion: 
  

Frank Coelho Thanked director Neves for his leadership in shepherding the JPA amendment through the county 
process to get it approved. Johnny will circulate the amendment to the other 4 JPA members for their 
consideration. The Grower committee is focusing on the Allocation Plan, the Subsidence management plan, and 
the well mitigation plan. The small grower group is having good discussions. The allocation plan is now projected 
out to 2040 with 5 year step downs. The baseline of the Subsidence management plan has been adjusted to 2020 
vs. 2023 to better coordinate with the surrounding subbasins. 
 

Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 10:   ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
Johnny Gailey reported on various meetings that had been attended. The RSMAP meeting showed the need to 
better coordinate the baseline year to match the surrounding subbasins. It was decided to move forward using a 
7 foot subsidence MT which matches both Kaweah and Tule subbasins starting from 2020. Johhny reported on a 
letter that had been sent by El Rico GSA to Mid Kings River GSA, Monsserat Solis, and Amer Hussain. Johnny 
Reported attending the Stratford ID meeting informing them of the JPA amendment that had been approved by 
the Kings County Board of Supervisors. He also reported on a meeting with Self Help Enterprises to discuss well 
mitigation strategies. They could be a potential partner for SFKGSA in addressing well mitigation. Discussions 
ensued regarding water quality as it relates to well mitigation and overlap between existing water quality 
programs already in place with other agencies 
 Frank Coelho mentioned the need for coordination with Mid Kings River GSA and the possibility for an 
MOU to be developed for recharge. The need to capture floodwaters for recharge in zones other that the A zone 
will be critical in the future.  
 

Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 11:  GEOSYNTEC REPORT Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
Amer reported that we still have no communication with the State Board. He then presented on the new Draft 
Best Management Practices document that had been released by DWR on Subsidence. It focused heavily on 
Critical Head to minimize subsidence. Amer shared the ongoing work to coordinate the subsidence management 
plan with the surrounding subbasins. A new subsidence minimum threshold map will be presented at the next 
grower advisory committee meeting. Amer listed the following policies that would need to be finalized and 
approved by the Board of SFKGSA before the GSP could be submitted: 

• Well Registration Policy – Already Approved 
• Recharge Policy 
• Domestic Well Mitigation Program 
• Groundwater Allocation Program 
• Subsidence Management Plan 
• Water Quality Management Plan 
• Stakeholder Outreach Plan 

Amer emphasized the importance of the Stakeholder Outreach Plan, noting the weight that it was given in the 
Kern Subbasin during their State Board Hearing. Amer showed a preview of the Well mitigation Program noting 
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that there was still work to do to finalize it along with the importance of an outreach component of the plan. 
Director Gornick asked about the plan to fund GSP implementation for all of the things outlined in the presented 
policies.  

 
Actions:  

None 
 

Item 12: None. NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
The Next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for September 18, 2025 at 5:30 PM 

Actions:  
None. 

    

    

Item 13:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 
 

6:38 p.m. 
 

 

 
 


