South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency July 17, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.

Regular Meeting Minutes 429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245
Members Present: Members Absent

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair) Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) Frank Gornick — City of Lemoore

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District

Others Present:

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) Joseph Fernandes
Johnny Gailey (Administrative Consultant) Antonio Solario (WWD)
Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel) Steve Jackson

Doug Freitas E. A, Silva
Julie Freit Monserrat Solis

Hie rrertas Christopher Coelho
Gary Quintel

Julie Martella

Item 1: CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.

Roll Call:
Director Neves: Present
Director Gornick: Absent
Director Howe: Present
Director Newton: Present
Director Mercer: Absent
Item 2: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves
Discussion:
None.
Actions:
None.
Item 3: ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves
Discussion:
None.
Actions:
None.
Item 4: PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves
Discussion:

None.



Actions:
None.

Item 5: APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves

Discussion:

Minutes were presented for SFKGSA Regular Board Meeting held on June 19, 2025
Actions:

It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Howe to approve the minutes from the June 19,
2025 Regular Board Meeting.

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton, Noes: None: Abstentions: None; Absent: Mercer, Gornick)

Item 6: DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Directors
Discussion:

None
Actions:

None
Item 7: APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS Presenter: Johnny Gailey
Discussion:

The Board was asked to select the slate of officers for FY 2025-2026
Actions:

It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to keep the slate of Officers the same as the
previous year.

a. Chair: Joe Neves
b. Vice-Chair: Ceil Howe
c. Secretary: Frank Gornick

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton, Noes: None: Abstentions: None, Absent: Mercer, Gornick)

Item 8: APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER Presenter: Johnny Gailey

Discussion:

The Board was asked to adopt Resolution 2025-02, appointing a Treasurer and specifying the term.
Actions:

It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Neves adopt Resolution 2025-02 appointing Micheal
Newton as Treasurer for FY 2025-26

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, and Newton, Noes: None: Abstentions: None, Absent: Mercer, Gornick)

Item 9: GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Doug Freitas

Discussion:

Doug Freitas reported on the activities of the grower committee in the absence of Frank Coelho. It was reported
that 28% of the parcels outside of the City of Lemoore had been registered. Doug reported on the progress in
developing a Groundwater Allocation Policy and associated extraction fees. The direction of the committee was
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to have a single extraction fee no matter the type of water of zone it would be pumped from. There will be
further work on refining a SGMA Implementation Budget and setting an extraction fee. There was also discussion
on the ongoing work in developing a Subsidence Management Plan. This includes some new physical

benchmarks to augment the existing subsidence monitoring network that can be used too verify the accuracy of
the DWR Insar satellite data.

Actions:
None
Item 10: ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT AND CONTRACT Presenter: Johnny Gailey
EXTENSION
Discussion:

Johnny reported on the Status of the Tulare Lake subbasin. There still is no contact with the State Board due to
the ongoing Farm Bureau Lawsuit. There has been no movement reported on the FB Lawsuit. Johnny Reported on
the State Water Board Fee workshop that the potential Probationary Basin Fees that could be collected will no
stay exclusively withing the Tulare Lake subbasin but could be used to fund the entire State Board SGMA Effort.
There is concern that because of this the State Board Staff may have incentive to keep us in probation and not
grant "Good Actor Clause” Status. Johnny reported that we would need to find a way to encourage landowners to
complete the well registration process as the compliance has slowed down. He then reported on homeowners
that have dry wells that are being served by Self Help Enterprises with bottled water and Tank water. This could
indicate the level of exposure that the GSA may have as it relates to Well Mitigation and setting the
Implementation budget.

Actions:
None

Item 11: GEOSYNTEC REPORT Presenter: Amer Hussain

Discussion:

Amer remarked that most of his report was covered in the Grower committee report. Ceil asked if there could be
a way to consolidate the Irrigated Lands Program and Water Quality requirements as it relates to SGMA.

Discussion followed on Water Quality Requirements vs the ILRP program. And its relation to the Well Mitigation
Program policy.

Actions:
None.
Item 12: NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves
Discussion:
The Next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for August 21, 2025 at 5:30 PM
Actions:
None.
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Item 13: ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 6:58 p.m.

Page 4 of 4



