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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

May 15, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.   
429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

Frank Gornick – City of Lemoore  

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District   

 

Members Absent 

None. 

 

 

 

Others Present: 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Johnny Gailey  (Administrative Consultant) 

Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

Doug Freitas 

Julie Freitas 

Gary Quintel 

Christofer Coelho 

 

Joseph Fernandes 

Jay Weiner 

Antonio Solario (WWD) 

Steve Jackson 

Doug Jackson 

Frank Coelho Jr. 

Bill Miguel 
 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Present 
Director Gornick: Present 
Director Howe: Present 
Director Newton: Present 
Director Mercer: Present 

 

Item 2:  

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  

None. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  
None. 
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Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Julie Freitas gave public comment voicing concerns about the effects of SGMA on small family farms and the 
negative effects to the community. Bill Miguel requested a study describing the Economic impact of SGMA. 
 

Actions:  
None. 

Item 5:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Minutes were presented for SFKGSA Regular Board Meeting held on March 20, 2025   

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to approve the minutes from the March 20, 
2025 Regular Board Meeting. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Gornick, Howe, Newton and Mercer; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None. 

Item 6:  DIRECTOR REPORTS   Presenter: Directors 

Discussion: 
Director Gornick discussed a desire to have the SFKGSA board support efforts to bring in more water from the 

Delta. Director Neves reported on the status of the request to add 2 board seats to the SFKGSA. County Legal Council is 
currently reviewing the JPA document. Discussion ensued regarding the need to add seats for adequate representation on 
the board. 
Actions: None 
 

Item 7:  FINANCIAL REPORTS Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
None 

Actions:  
Item Tabled. 

 

Item 8:   GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Frank Coelho 

Discussion: 
 Frank Coelho reported that the grower committee has been meeting about every 2 weeks and is making 
progress on the groundwater allocation policy. 
 

Actions:  
 None 

 

Item 9:   ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
Johnny Gailey reported on a meeting held with the managers of the Tulare Lake subbasin to discuss coordination 
on the updated GSP documents. The managers have agreed to use the same format as the Kern subbasin with 
white pages for chapters that are identical in all 5 GSA’s and blue pages for GSA specific chapters. Grant Funding 
may be reallocated to cover Modeling costs resulting in a potential refund to SFKGSA . Well Registration is up to 
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8,350 acres The next Grower Advisory Committee meeting will be held Friday May 23rd at 8 AM. We are on draft 
Version 10 of the allocation policy. Johnny gave a report on a State Board SGMA update meeting that had a 
heavy focus on subsidence. DWR is planning to release new guidance documents on subsidence soon. The 
Kaweah Well mitigation plan was highlighted at the meeting.  
 

Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 10:  GEOSYNTEC REPORT Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
 Amer reported on the status of the updated GSP including  an overview of the updated Subsidence 
Management Plan. Amer also reported that there is no contact with the State Board Staff. He did, however, run 
into State Board Members at ACWA and let them know that we have been making significant progress. He then 
went on to give an overview of the current draft groundwater allocation policy.    

  
Actions:  

None 

Item 11:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
The Next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for June 19, 2025 at 5:30 PM 

Actions:  
None. 

    

    

Item 12:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 

 
6:56 p.m. 
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