
1 

South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 20, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.   
429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District   

 

Members Absent 

Frank Gornick – City of Lemoore  

 

 

 

Others Present: 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Johnny Gailey  (Administrative Consultant) 

Ken Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

Doug Freitas 

Gary Quintel 

E. A. Silva 

 

Frank Coelho Jr. 

Joseph Fernandes 

Jay Weiner 

Bill Miguel 

Antonio Solario (WWD) 

Christofer Coelho 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Present 
Director Gornick: Absent 
Director Howe: Present 
Director Newton: Present 
Director Mercer: Present 

Item 2:  

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  

None. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  

None. 

 

Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 
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Actions:  
None. 

Item 5:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Minutes were presented for SFKGSA Regular Board Meeting held on January 16, 2025   

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to approve the minutes from the January 16, 

2025 Regular Board Meeting. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Howe, Mercer, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Gornick) 

Item 6:  DIRECTOR REPORTS   Presenter: Directors 

Discussion: 
None 

Actions: None 
 

Item 7:  FINANCIAL REPORTS Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
Financial Reports were presented for FY2024-2025 Through Dec 31,2024 The board was asked to accept the 
financial reports. 

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Howe to accept the financial reports as presented. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Howe, Mercer, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Gornick) 

Item 8:  FY 2022-2023 AUDIT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
The FY 2022-23 Audit Repot from Cuttone & Mastro CPAs was presented for consideration by the board. The 
board was asked to accept the Audit Report. 

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Howe to accept the Audit reports as presented. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Howe, Mercer, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Gornick) 

Item 9:  D & O INSURANCE RENEWAL Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
The Board was informed that the current insurance policy expires March 16th.  A new policy is being prepared, but 
the quote has not yet been provided by the underwriter. The board was asked to approve the renewal in the 
range of $4,700 up to $6,500. Last year’s policy was $4,700.  

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Newton to renew the D&O insurance policy up to an 

amount of $6,500 annually.. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Howe, Mercer, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Gornick) 

Item 10:  AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A OFFICE PRINTER 
LEASE AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion:  
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The Board has been informed that new toner cartridges for the current printer were going to cost us over $500 
every couple of months. A lease option was looked into, and we are able to secure a lease plus a maintenance 
service contract for under $200 per month combined. The board was asked to authorize Johnny Gailey to enter 
into a printer lease agreement and service contract for a total of no mare than $200 per month combined. 

Actions:  
It was moved by Director Howe and seconded by Director Mercer to Authorize Johnny Gailey to enter into a 

Lease agreement and Service Contract with the vendor of his choice for a combined maximum of $200 per month. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Howe, Mercer, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Gornick) 

Item 11:  CHASE CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION LETTER Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
The letter was not ready, waiting on further direction from Chase 

Actions: Item Tabled. 
 

 

Item 12:   GROWER COMMITTEE REPORT Presenter: Frank Coelho 

Discussion: 
 Frank Coelho reported on the progress of development of groundwater allocation policy. Discussion is ongoing 

and productive. He also reported on the approval of the JPA amendment for the addition of 2 board seats to the SFKGSA. 
The amendment has been circulated to all of the member agencies. 48,000 acres are underrepresented by the current 
board makeup. The amendment as written would allow the board to appoint 2 additional board members to the current 
SFKGSA board. The next grower committee meeting will be held on February 26th at 9 AM. 

 
Actions:  
 None 

 

Item 13:   ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT REPORT Presenter: Johnny Gailey 

Discussion: 
 Johnny Gailey gave an update on the Tulare lake subbasin status with the State Board. Both DWR and the State 

Board continue to not communicate with SFKGSA or any other GSA in the Tulare Lake subbasin.  Amer did reach out via 
email and the response was no change in status. The current focus of SFKGSA is to finish the update and revisions to our 
GSP and all the supporting policies. Johnny reported on the comments submitted regarding the city of Lemoore’s Urban 
Water Management Plan prepared by Quad Knopf Engineering. Johnny presented the flyer for the watermark workshop 
on well registration that will be held on February 26th at 4:00 pm at Lemoore College.  

 
Actions:  
 None 
 

Item 14:  GEOSYNTEC REPORT AND NEW 2025 CONTRACT FOR 
CONSULTING AND ENGINEERING SERVICES 

Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
 Amer presented on the progress of the development of Groundwater Allocations and pumping cap policies. 

Thes policies will be backed up by Triggers and management actions to avoid undesirable results as defined in the GSP.  
Work is progressing on development of the Subsidence Management Plan. The State Board likes the plan 

presented by Lower Tule and Pixley GSA’s, which is a very aggressive plan to stop subsidence in that area. Johnny and 
Amer then discussed looking into funding for Extensometers to get a better understanding on what geologic layer 
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subsidence is occurring. Information presented by Thomas Harder along the Friant Kern Canal in Eastern Tule GSA shows 
43% of the subsidence is happening below 1,180 feet. There are very fer wells in the region that are at that depth or more. 
Amer then explained the public review process for the updated GSP for SFKGSA.  

Director Neves asked Amer about the interaction between the City of Lemoore and SFKGSA. Amer explained that 
we now have meetings scheduled with the Engineers working for the city. Johnny also has a meeting scheduled with the 
new city manager, Marisa Trejo. 
 Amer then presented the New Contract for 2025 for Consulting and Engineering Services with a budget of up to 
$60,000 for board approval. Johnny explained that the contract would put us over the budget for engineering services, 
but there are other budget items that have not been utilized to make up the difference. The total budget will not be 
exceeded.  
  
Actions:  

It was moved by Director Newton and seconded by Director Mercer to enter into the new contract for 
Engineering support and Consulting Services for 2025 with a total budget of $60,000. 

(Ayes: Directors  Neves, Howe, Mercer, and Newton; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: Gornick) 

 

Item 15:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
Directo Neves asked that we consider discussion of the consultant contract that expires in June 2025. He also 
asked about the County Financing policy regarding the advance of prop 218 receipts. The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for March 20, 2025 5:30 PM at 429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245 

Actions:  
None. 

    

    

Item 16:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 

 
6:26 p.m. 
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