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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 20, 2024 at 5:30 p.m.   

429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Patricia Matthews, Alternate for City of Lemoore (seated at 5:35 

p.m.)  

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District  

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

 

Members Absent: 

Frank Gornick, City of Lemoore 

 

 

Others Present: 

Corey McLaughlin, Kings River Conservation District (KRCD) 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Kenneth Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

David Merritt, KRCD 

Johnny Gailey 

Anthony Azevedo  

Roland Harold 

Joseph Fernandez 

 

 

Frank Coelho 

Antonio Solorio 

Steve Jackson 

Bill Miguel 

Julie Freitas 

Doug Freitas 

Gary Quintel 

 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Present 

Director Gornick: Absent; Alternate Director Matthews was seated at 5:35 p.m.  

Director Howe: Present 

Director Newton: Present 

Director Mercer: Present  

Item 2:  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

None. 

Actions:  

None. 

Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
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Doug Freitas provided notes to the Board on suggested edits to the draft Well Registration Policy and draft 

Mitigation Plan that have been reviewed by the Policy Committee, and expressed concern regarding how many 

people may go out of business as a result of those policies and the State’s requirements. He also expressed 

gratitude to Director Howe for his efforts and for the Grower Advisory Committee.    

Actions:  

None. 

Item 5:  DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Director Howe thanked KRCD’s staff for their assistance with the administrative support for the past four months.   

Actions:  

None. 

Item 6:  REPORT OF GROWER ADVISORY COMMITTEE Presenter: Frank Coelho 

Discussion:  

Frank Coelho reported on the meeting of the Grower Advisory Committee held May 23, 2024, especially the 

Committee’s desire to see the Board membership grow to two (2) seats to cover under-represented areas in the 

SFKGSA’s borders and their question regarding when or how that might take place. Kenneth Richardson, SFKGSA 

legal counsel, laid out the means and methods by which membership to the Board can be expanded, noting that 

it is outside the purview of the SFKGSA Board and would require unanimous amendment to the Joint Powers 

Agreement (JPA) by the governing boards of the five entities that are parties to the agreement. Mr. Richardson 

noted that the best way to accomplish this would be for those who wish to see said amendment to the JPA 

executed to attend meetings of the parties’ governing boards and make the request/case. Other related 

comments and questions were addressed.  

Actions:  

None. 

Item 7:  REPORT OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  

Amer Hussain reported on highlights of the draft Well Registration Policy and draft Mitigation Plan that were 

each presented to the Policy Committee and approved for release for public comment. Questions and comments 

were addressed.  

Actions:  

None . 

Item 8:  REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Noted that the Fiscal Year 2024 – 2025 Budget was the sole discussion of the Finance Committee at their last 

meeting, and – without objection – suggested this item be subsumed by Item 9.  

Actions:  

None.  

Item 9:  APPROVAL OF THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 – 2025   Presenter: David Merritt 

Discussion:  

David Merritt outlined the process for how the Budget was built and highlighted key items and 

increases/decreases in the Budget, including the deficit. He also noted was the Finance Committee discussed that 

could hopefully reduce the deficit amount. Chair Neves noted that the approximately $429,000 still owed by 

SFKGSA to Kings County as part of the Revenue Anticipation Program is not extendable, but rather a new 



 

 

 
Page 3 of 4 

 

  

application to participate in the program has to be made by the end of the year. Questions and comments were 

addressed.   

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried to approve the Fiscal 

Year 2024 – 2025 Budget, as presented with the anticipation of being able to successfully re-apply to the 

Revenue Anticipation Program with Kings County.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Newton, Mercer, and Alt. Director Matthews; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; 

Absent: None) 

Item 10:  APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2024-03: LEVYING 

ASSESSMENTS 

Presenter: Ken Richardson 

Discussion:  

Kenneth Richardson refreshed those present that the previous assessment Resolution only ran through June 30, 

2024 and was billed/collected via the SFKGSA’s municipal consultants, so a new a Resolution is needed for fiscal 

year 2024-2025 so that the County can collect the assessment via their property tax process, and such a 

Resolution is required for the duration of the current Prop. 218 election passage.   

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Mercer, and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution 

2024-03, levying the assessment amount per acre for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 at $9.80 per acre, as presented.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Newton, Mercer, and Alt. Director Matthews; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; 

Absent: None) 

Item 11:  APPROVAL OF CONTRACT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AND 

MANGERIAL SERVICES 

Presenter: David Merritt 

Discussion:  

David Merritt noted that KRCD assisted SFKGSA in its search for a new General Manager, and that the Board was 

presented with a different idea – utilization of an Administrative Consultant. A contract for services with Green 

Acres Consulting was drafted and is presented to the Board, including the tasks and duties to be fulfilled. 

Questions and comments were addressed.   

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried to approve the contract 

for Administrative and Managerial Services with Green Acres Consulting, Inc., fulfilled by Johnny Gailey, for the 

amount not to exceed $11,000.00 per month.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Newton, Mercer, and Alt. Director Matthews; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; 

Absent: None) 

Item 12:  GEOSYNTEC REPORT AND APPROVAL OF PROPOSAL Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  

Consultant Amer Hussain presented to the Board regarding the Geosyntec request for adoption of a proposal for 

costs associated with the completion of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan solely for SFKGSA totaling $50,000.00. 

He then outlined the process for completion of that document. Questions and comments were addressed by Mr. 

Hussian and Kenneth Richardson.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried to approve the proposal 

for costs associated with completion of a South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency-specific 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan, totaling $50,000.00.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Newton, Mercer, and Alt. Director Matthews; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; 

Absent: None) 
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Item 13:  ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 2024-04: ESTABLISHING THE 

BOARD’S MEETING SCHEDULE 

Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The Board was informed that the previous Resolution establishing the Regular Meeting schedule had specified 

certain months, and that the new Resolution would establish the Regular Meeting schedule as occurring every 

month.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Mercer, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution 

2024-04, establishing the Regular Meeting schedule of the Board as every month at 5:30 p.m. on the third 

Thursday of the month.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Newton, Mercer, and Alt. Director Matthews; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; 

Absent: None) 

Item 14:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The next regular meeting is scheduled for June 20, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. at 429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245.  

Actions:  

None.   

Item 15:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 

 

6:31 p.m. 

 

 


