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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Special Meeting Minutes 
April 10, 2024 at 2:30 p.m.   

429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Frank Gornick, City of Lemoore 

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District  

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

 

Members Absent: 

 

 

Others Present: 

Corey McLaughlin, Kings River Conservation District 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Kenneth Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

Charlotte Gallock, Kings River Conservation District 

Johnny Gailey 

Dusty Ference 

Joseph Fernandez 

Gary Quintel 

Elias Silva 

Bill Godinno 

 

 

Frank Coelho 

Bill Miguel 

Karen Ormsby 

Cynthia Dias 

Rick Simas 

Elaine Simas 

Nick Faria 

Antonio Solorio 

Jule Freitas 

Jerry Coelho 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Present 

Director Gornick: Present 

Director Howe: Present 

Director Newton: Present 

Director Mercer: Present 

Item 2:  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Director Gornick requested to move Item 11 to be considered before Item 6. No objections made.  

Actions:  

None. 

Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  



 

 

 
Page 2 of 4 

 

  

Bill Miguel noted to the Board a video produced six years ago regarding the Kings River and provided them a 

link. He also shared a copy of a letter for the Board to review related to the same, and noted that he disagrees 

that the region is not a groundwater dependent ecosystem.  

Charles Meyer states the belief that the Tulare Lake Subbasin is critically over drafted due to governmental 

action, not due to the actions of agriculture.  

Cynthia Dias expressed frustration that the Proposition 218 Election passed after being previously defeated; and 

asked questions related to well registration, the determining factor for the potential deferral of assessment 

collection on parcels sizes of 3 acres or less, and how will the GSA address two households on a single well.    

Actions:  

None. 

Item 5:  DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Director Gornick noted his tour of the Jeff L. Taylor Pine Flat Power Plant. Director Howe noted his attendance at 

Managers Meetings for the five GSAs in the Tulare Lake Subbasin.   

Actions:  

None. 

Item 6:  WELL REGISTRATION PROGRAM  Presenter: MLJ Environmental and 

Charlotte Gallock 

Discussion:  

This item was considered after Item 11 was taken up. Robert Cim and Tejal Rider of MLJ Consulting presented 

remotely via Zoom regarding the proposed well registration program and related outreach. Questions and 

comments were addressed.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Gornick, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried to approve the 

contract and scope of support services from MLJ Environmental for a Well Registration Program, totaling 

approximately $17,000.00. 

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton, and Mercer; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 7:  ASSESSMENT BILLING DEFERRAL FOR PARCELS OF 3 

ACRES OR SMALLER 

Presenter: Ken Richardson 

Discussion:  

Kenneth Richardson provided context and information regarding the deferral of assessment billing for parcels of 

3 acres or less, noting that the cost/benefit does not match up to pursue parcels of that size, mirroring dollars-to-

be-collected criteria of Kings County. Normal parcel billing will occur for the term beginning July 1, 2024.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried to defer billing for 

collection of assessment dollars on of 3 acres or less for the period February 29, 2024 through June 30, 2024.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton, and Mercer; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 8:  RESOLUTION 2024-04: ADPTION OF 2024 REV. 

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (GSP) 

Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  

Amer Hussain presented information related to the revision of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan, noting the 

significant hurdles that have arisen and that the document was not complete. Questions and comments were 

addressed. The Item was tabled for any action until a future meeting date.  

Actions:  
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None.  

Item 9:  RATIFICATION OF INSURANCE AGREEMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Chair Neves noted that the SFKGSA needed to preserve its insurance, so he signed the quote to stay ahead of the 

cancellation date and presented it to the Board for ratification.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Gornick, seconded by Director Howe, and unanimously carried to ratify the signature of 

the Insurance quote of $4,706.00.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton, and Mercer; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 10:  STIPEND FOR HERITAGE REALTOR STAFF Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Chair Neves noted that a member of the SFKGSA’s landlord’s staff – from Heritage Realtor – has been collecting 

mail for the GSA at no charge, and that a stipend would be fair to help compensate that time.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Mercer, and unanimously carried to authorize a $100 per 

month stipend for Heritage Realtor staff to collect mail for the GSA, until such time as that service is no longer 

needed.  

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton, and Mercer; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 11:  DISCUSSION ON FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR NEXT TEN 

(10) MONTHS 

Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

This Item was considered prior to Item 6. Chair Neves provided information regarding the potential revenue 

anticipation funding from Kings County, which would incur a small amount of interest. Questions and comments 

were addressed.   

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Mercer, and unanimously carried to approve application 

for the Kings County Revenue Anticipation Funding at 85% of the approved GSA Budget, with staff to fill in the 

correct numbers based on that criteria, leaving the money in the County Treasury until needed or a proper lump-

sum withdrawal is determined..   

(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton, and Mercer; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 12:  GROWER ADVISORY COMMITTEE Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

It was noted that, if there is a desire for the Grower Advisory Committee to begin meeting without a Manager for 

the GSA, the Committee would be on its own to ensure its meetings and smooth operation. The sentiment was 

that this was acceptable and those interested wished to begin work.   

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Gornick, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried to appoint the 

following individuals to the Grower Advisory Committee: 

Frank Coelho 

Steve Jackson 

Doug Freitas 

Director Michael Newton 

Alternate Director Tony Azavedo 

Kevin Ruble 
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(Ayes: Directors Neves, Howe, Gornick, Newton, and Mercer; Noes: None; Abstentions: None; Absent: None) 

Item 13:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The next regular meetings are scheduled for May 16, June 20, and July 18, 2024 at 429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 

93245.  

Actions:  

None.   

Item 14:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 

 

4:21 p.m. 

 

 
 


