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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Special Board Meeting Minutes 
November 30, 2023 at 5:45 p.m.   

429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245  

Members Present: 

 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair) 

Ceil Howe Empire West Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Frank Gornick, City of Lemoore (Secretary) 

Tony Azevedo, Alt. for Stratford Irrig. 

 

Members Absent: 

      

   Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District 

   Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District 

 

Others Present: 

Paul Stiglich, General Manager 

Ken Richardson General Council 

Amer Hussain Engineer (as private person) 

 

 

 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter:  Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 PM, and the Roll was called to establish a quorum.  

Roll Call: Director Neves:    Present 

               Director Howe:   Present 

        Director Gornick: Present 

 Alt. Director Azevedo Present 

        Director Newton: Absent 

        Director Mercer:  Absent 

 

A Super Quorum is present. 

Item 2:  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter:  Chair Neves 

 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter:  Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

 None. 

Actions:  

 None. 

Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter:  Chair Neves 

Discussion:  None. 

Actions:  

 None. 
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 Item 5: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES  

ON NOVEMBER 16, 2023, AND SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 16,  2023, 

Presenter:  Chair Neves 

    

Discussion:     None 

Actions: It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Gornick, and unanimously carried to approve the    

minutes of the November 16, 2023, Special Board Meetings. 

Ayes: Chair Neves, Vice Chair Howe, Secretary Gornick, Alt. Director Azevedo, and ; Noes: None; 

Abstentions; None; Absent: Director Mercer, and Director Newton.) 

Item 6: DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  None 

Actions:   None. 

Item 7: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 2023 - 01 

 

Presenter: GM Stiglich 

Discussion:  Directors commented on the Ordinance and requested amendments to improve clarity and definitions. 

For example, the Chair asked for a better definition/concept of the words “Transitional Pumping 

Allocation.”  Additionally, Director Howe has concerns about using Land IQ/Crop ET for estimating 

groundwater use; GM Stiglich noted that a provision for meters on wells is included as an option in this 

Ordinance and meters specifications and mandates for installation can be provided at the Boards 

meeting in January 2024, for consideration. Comments from the audience included requests for more 

input from the growers on this Ordinance. Additionally, the GM from Mid Kings GSA (TLSB member) 

noted that this Ordinance will not comply with the TLSB GSP, which is currently under reconstruction to 

comply with the DWR October 2023 letter. Given the complexity of this Ordinance the Chair suggested 

to Table further action to the next meeting. Moved by Director Howe to Table action on this Ordinance 

to the next meeting, seconded by Director Gornick. 

 

Actions:   (Ayes: Chair Neves, Vice Chair Howe, Director Gornick, Alt. Director Azevedo ; Noes: None; 

Abstentions; none Absent: Directors Newton and Mercer). 

Item 8: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF CALENDAR YEAR 2024 BUDGET      Presenter:         GM Stiglich        

Discussion   There was consider discussion regarding the metrics used to calculate a Prop. 26 Fee for Service and the 

legality of Prop 26.   Council informed the Board that Prop. 26 is permissible under the State Constitution and the Water 

Code as a viable method to generate funding.  Additionally, Council assured the Board that there are collection remedies 

through the courts to collect delinquent fees.  As the Board had more questions about this proposed budget it was 

moved by Director Howe to Table approval, seconded by Alt. Director Azevedo. 

 

Actions:  Ayes: Chair Neves, Vice Chair Howe, Director Gornick, Alt. Director Azevedo ; Noes: None; Abstentions; none 

Absent: Directors Newton and Mercer). 
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Item 9:     GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT      Presenter:         GM Stiglich 

Discussion:          GM Stiglich gave a brief report on the funds remaining in the checking account, and the cash 

flow from the beginning of the fiscal year to present. 

Actions:    None.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Item 10:   Consider Approval of Engineer’s Contract              Presenter GM 

Stiglich        

Discussion   Engineer Amer informed the Board that an amended GSP will be submitted to the SWRCB prior 

 to the Probation Hearing, scheduled for April 16, 2024.  And that a draft copy will be presented to the Board for 

 approval prior to that happening.   

 The GM reminded the Board that there is a pending item on the agenda to approve the Engineer’s contract. 

Actions:   Moved by Director Gornick to approve the contract with Geosyntec, not to exceed $35,000.  Seconded 

 By Alt. Director Azevedo.  The motion failed for a lack of a quorum. 

Ayes: Chair Neves, Director Gornick, Alt. Director Azevedo ; Noes: Director Howe, Abstentions; none Absent: Directors 

Newton and Mercer). 

 

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Item 11:                             Closed Session                                                   Presenter     Chair Neves 

The Board will adjourn to Closed Session pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1): Public Employee evaluation 

regarding unrepresented employee (Government Code Section 54957.6). 

Unrepresented Employee: General Manager. 

 

Discussion:   the Board Adjourned to Closed Session at 7:38 PM 

 

Action:  None 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Item 12:            Next Meeting Date and Time    Presenter     Chair Neves 

           

Discussion:     The GM requested that the Board have a Special Meeting ASAP to address budget issues. 

 

Actions:           Board decided to have a Special meeting on December 21 at 15:00 to continue discussions on Tabled items, 

Budget, Ordinance 2023-01, and Closed Session.           

  

Discussion None. 

  

               

 

Item 14             ADJOURNMENT       Presenter:      Chair Neves 

 

Discussion:   None 

 

Actions:   Adjourned at 8:00 PM 


