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South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting and Workshop Minutes 

June 16, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.
429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245 

and via Zoom 

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair)  

Ceil Howe, Jr., Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Patricia Matthews, City of Lemoore   

Michael Newton, Stratford Irrigation District  

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District, via Zoom 

 

Members Absent: 

 

Others Present (All via Zoom): 

Brian Trevarrow, Kings River Conservation District 

James Reynolds, Kings River Conservation District 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Kenneth Richardson (Legal Counsel) 

 

Frank Coelho 

Nathan Olson 

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m., and the Roll was called to establish a quorum. The Policy 
Committee had decided at their June 10, 2022 meeting that this Board would meet in a hybrid manner – in 
person and via web teleconference, pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) as amended by AB 361 
(2021).  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Present 
Director Matthews: Present 
Director Howe: Present 
Director Newton: Present 
Director Mercer: Present 

Item 2:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

 

Item 3:  ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None. 

Actions:  

None. 

Item 4:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None.    

Actions:  
None 
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Item 5:  REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION AT APRIL 21, 2022 
BOARD MEETING 

Presenter: Ken Richardson 

Discussion:  

At the April 21, 2022 Board Meeting, the Board adjourned to Closed Session pursuant to Government Code 
Section 54956.9(d)(2), to confer with legal counsel regarding two (2) matters of potential exposure to litigation. 
No reportable action was taken.  

Actions:  

None. 

Item 6:  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

None.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried by Roll Call vote to 
approve the minutes of the April 21, 2022 Board Meeting. 

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Aye 
Director Matthews: Aye 
Director Howe: Aye 
Director Newton: Aye 
Director Mercer: Aye 

Item 7:  DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
None.   

Actions:  
None 

Item 8:  BUDGET APPROVAL – FY 2022-2023 Presenter: Brian Trevarrow and Amer 
Hussain 

Discussion:  

The Board received a report on the proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2022 - 2023; was informed of the Finance 
Committee’s recommendation of approval at their June 3, 2022 meeting; and was informed of one change to the 
amount of the Proposition 218 Consulting line item. 

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Matthews, and unanimously carried by Roll Call vote 
meeting the 4/5 requirement to approve the Budget for Fiscal Year 2022 – 2023, as presented at the Board 
Meeting.  

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Aye 
Director Matthews: Aye 
Director Howe: Aye 
Director Newton: Aye 
Director Mercer: Aye 
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Item 9:  RESOLUTION 2022-02 KINGS COUNTY ASSESSMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The Board received brief information regarding the proposed Resolution. 

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Newton, and unanimously carried by Roll Call vote 
meeting the 4/5 requirement to adopt Resolution 2022-02, setting the assessment amount per acre for Fiscal 
Year 2022-2023 at $9.80. 

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Aye 
Director Matthews: Aye 
Director Howe: Aye 
Director Newton: Aye 
Director Mercer: Aye 

Item 10:  APPROVAL OF GEOSYNTEC CHANGE ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The Board received information on Geosyntec’s proposed Change Order.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Howe, seconded by Director Matthews, and unanimously carried by Roll Call vote 
meeting the 4/5 requirement to approve the Geosyntec Change Order for Fiscal Year 2021-2022, increasing the 
total amount of the project by $9,000.00 from $435,000.00 to $444,000.00. 

Roll Call: 

Director Neves: Aye 
Director Matthews: Aye 
Director Howe: Aye 
Director Newton: Aye 
Director Mercer: Aye 

Item 11:  STAFF REPORT  Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
Amer Hussain reported on previous and upcoming staff activities, meetings, correspondences, legislation, and 
items of relevance to the GSA’s operation, including GSP amendment and other matters. Questions from 
Directors were addressed.  

Actions:  
None 

Item 12:  GOVERNOR NEWSOM EXECUTIVE ORDER N-7-22 – WELL 
PERMITS 

Presenter: Staff 

Discussion:  
The item was discussed during the Staff report above as relates to legislation that is being proposed surrounding 
this topic.  

Actions:  
None. 
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Item 13:  GSP AMENDMENT – DRAFT PRESENTATION Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  
The Board received a presentation on the draft GSP amendments as they currently exist. Questions from Directors 
and members of the public were addressed.  

Actions:  
None. 

Item 14:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  
The next meeting is scheduled for July 21, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. at 429 C Street, Lemoore, CA 93245 with a possible 
hybrid remote option.  

Actions:  
None.   

Item 15:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 

 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 __________________________________ 

  Board Secretary 

_________________________________ approved on ___________________________ 

Joe Neves, Board Chair 


