
South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting and Workshop Minutes 

February 21, 2019 at 5:30 PM   
Lemoore City Council Chambers  

Members Present: 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair) 

Ceil Howe, Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

David Brown, City of Lemoore (Secretary) 

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District 

Members Absent: 

Charles Meyer, Stratford Irrigation District 

 

Others Present: 

Charlotte Gallock, Kings River Conservation District 

Cristel Tufenkjian, Kings River Conservation District 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant) 

Pete Dennehy, Geosyntec 

Bob Anderson, Geosyntec 

 

 

 

Karen Ormsby, Kings County Grand Jury  

Julianne Phillips, Kings County 

Bill Miguel, Clarks Fork 

Nathan Olson, City of Lemoore 

Antonio Solorio, Westlands Water District 

Special Meeting 
Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Item 2:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

 

Item 3:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None 

Actions: None 

 

Item 4:  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None  

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Brown, and it was carried to approve the minutes for January 17, 
2019. 

(AYES: Howe, Brown, Neves, Mercer; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Meyer) 

 

Item 5:  SFKGSA CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, AND SECRETARY Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Director Howe proposed that all positions remain the same: Director Neves as Chair, Director Howe as Vice Chair, 
and Director Brown as Secretary. 
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Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Brown, and it was carried to maintain the current board positions. 

(AYES: Howe, Brown, Neves, Mercer; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Meyer) 

 

Item 6:  DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

David Brown will continue as the City of Lemoore’s representative on the board. 

Actions: None 

 

Item 7:  STAFF REPORT  Presenter: Charlotte Gallock 

Discussion:  

Gallock reported on the previous month’s meetings and ongoing discussions. She met with Westlands WD GSA 
to continue discussions regarding coordination. The next meeting with Westlands is scheduled for March. She 
also attended a meeting of the Water Quality sub-committee for Flood-MAR (Managed Aquifer Recharge) that 
included representatives of numerous stakeholders, agencies, and institutions. The meeting focused on projects 
for nitrate reduction. 

A question was asked about which program will be ultimately responsible for water quality, e.g. ILRP, SGMA, etc., 
as they have different approaches and objectives. Gallock mentioned that the CV-SALTS Management Zones may 
eventually provide a local forum to roll up the various programs, pending State Water Resources Quality Control 
Board approval. 

Gallock presented the current schedule for GSP decisions, preparation, and delivery for the Tulare Lake Sub-basin 
and SFKGSA specifically. Currently, drafts for chapters 2 and 3 have been reviewed and returned to the consultant 
with comments. 

The next meeting will include discussion of chapter 2, if available, and groundwater measurement. 

Actions: None 

 

Item 8:  STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS Presenter: Cristel Tufenkjian 

Discussion:  

Tufenkjian mentioned that two e-updates were sent out in January to 128 interested parties. The first e-update 
promoting the web portal, stakeholder survey, and water budget video, was opened by 54% of recipients with 
35% of those clicking through to the articles. The second e-update announced the board meeting and was 
opened by 56% of recipients with 44% of those clicking through to the website. Since January, the interested 
parties list has grown to 135. Website traffic was higher than average for January (281 views).  

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec (Technical Consultant), mentioned upcoming meetings with the City of Lemoore 
(March 19), Empire West Side Irrigation District Board (March 20), and Lemoore Canal and Irrigation Company 
Board (TBD). The sub-basin GSP team is planning a basin-wide public outreach meeting with the Kings County 
Board of Supervisors, possibly in April, to inform them and the public about the upcoming GSP release and public 
comment period. 

Chair Neves mentioned putting up a booth at the Kings County Fair as a potential basin-wide GSP outreach 
effort, as well as looking for other similar events. 

Actions: None 
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Item 9:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

A special meeting and workshop are scheduled for March 21, 2019. The next regular board meeting is April 18, 
2019. 

Actions: None 

 

Item 10:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 5:55 PM 

 

 

Workshop 
Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The workshop was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Item 2:  GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN UPDATE Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Pete Dennehy 

Bob Anderson 

Discussion:  

Hussain updated the board on the next steps in developing the GSP. Comments on chapter 3, describing the 
basin setting, have been returned to the consultant. A draft of chapter 4, involving sustainable management 
criteria, is expected in March. This workshop will include discussion of the proposed monitoring network. While 
the emphasis is on using existing wells, wells will probably have to be drilled at some point to complete the 
network. They are also working on a white paper for the April or May meeting regarding Projects and 
Management Actions. 

The upcoming March 21st workshop will include a presentation of potential measuring devices. Alternatives will 
be presented to the Technical Advisory Group to pick a preferred option. 

Hussain mentioned the meeting with Westlands WD GSA, previously mentioned by Charlotte Gallock in the staff 
report. Their GSP will likely be out for comment at the same time and predicted water levels may not be in 
agreement initially. Discussions are ongoing to coordinate regarding the predicted boundary conditions. 

Dennehy presented candidate wells for the monitoring network. Wells are from multiple sources and need to be 
vetted before inclusion in the network. Research continues to fill data gaps with potential candidate wells. 
Dennehy displayed the candidate wells in a 3D model used to demonstrate the geology of the GSA. 

Hussain discussed the development of methodologies for the monitoring plan and coordination with adjacent 
GSAs. Chair Neves stated that dedicated monitoring wells will likely be necessary for consistent quality data to 
fulfill monitoring objectives. 

Anderson discussed achieving sustainability and the next steps in GSP development as they specifically relate to 
the GSA. He reviewed the overdraft reduction targets and introduced the concept of sustainable yield targets for 
maintaining sustainability after the overdraft is corrected. He recommended some background documents for the 
board to review regarding groundwater market considerations and water rights issues involved with potential 
management actions. Discussion of overdraft reduction, sustainable yield targets, the first 5-years of GSP 
implementation, and the 5-year GSP Update followed. Finally, upcoming board decisions were presented and 
discussed. 
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Actions: None 

 

Item 3:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 7:16 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 __________________________________ 

  Board Secretary 

 

_________________________________ approved on March 21, 2019 
Joe Neves, Board Chair 
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