
South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 21, 2018 at 5:30 PM   
Lemoore City Council Chambers  

Members Present: 

David Brown, City of Lemoore (Secretary) 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair) 

Ceil Howe, Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Charles Meyer, Stratford Irrigation District 

Scott Mercer, Stratford Public Utility District 

Members Absent: 

None 

Others Present: 

Eric Osterling, Kings River Conservation District 

Cristel Tufenkjian, Kings River Conservation District 

Randy Shilling, Kings River Conservation District 

Rebecca Quist, Kings River Conservation District 

Dennis Tristao, J.G. Boswell 

 

Charlotte Gallock, Kings River Conservation District 

Karen Ormsby, Grand Jury 

Alice M. Fall 

Nathan Olson, City of Lemoore 

Amer Hussain, Geosyntec 

 

Public Hearing 
 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM. 

 

Item 2:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

 

Item 3:  PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSITION 218 ELECTION Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: 

a. Overview: of Prop. 218 assessment 
Program Administrator Eric Osterling provided some background on the formation of the South Fork Kings 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency and explained the necessity of the Prop. 218 assessment to fund its 
activities. Osterling summarized the various outreach opportunities and materials provided to the pubic, 
explained the purpose and intent of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (SGMA) and how 
it led to the creation of the local GSAs within California. Osterling addressed the long-term sustainability 
objectives of the SFKGSA via the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) in order to meet the objectives of 
SGMA.  
 
Osterling and the Board answered questions regarding the budget, as shown in the Engineer’s Report, and 
explained the process of the Prop. 218 election and that landowners would be billed via their County 
property tax bill. The Board answered questions regarding future assessment rates and projects. Osterling 
explained the benefits of the local control (SFKGSA) versus state control (California State Water Resources 
Control Board) including a lower assessment fee and more public input on water management practices. 
Osterling stated the legality of SGMA and the ramifications should the GSA not have enough funds to create 
and implement the GSP in order to be within compliance of the law. Osterling provided examples of what 
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could be deemed as Undesirable Results, as defined by the GSA, and potential methods the GSA may employ 
to avoid negative impacts to the groundwater supply and to landowners.  
 
Technical Consultant Amer Hussain reported on the Budget within the Engineer’s Report that will fund the 
GSP via the Prop. 218 assessments, including funding projects to improve the monitoring network within the 
GSA, and reimbursing the contributing agencies who funded the initial activities of the GSA.  
 
Chair Neves opened the Public Hearing and asked for all written and verbal testimony regarding the 
proposed assessment. No further comments were offered, Chair Neves issued a final call for ballots and 
closed the Public Hearing. 
 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 4:  ADJOURNMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The Public Hearing adjourned at 6:11 PM. 

Actions:  

 

Regular Board Meeting 
 
Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chari Neves 

Discussion:  

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order at 6:11 PM. 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 2:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None. 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 3:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Staff Cristel Tufenkjian recommended the minutes be amended to reflect Amer Hussain’s presence. 

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Meyer, and it was unanimously carried to approve the April 19, 
2018 Minutes, as amended. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Mercer, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None) 

 

Item 4:  DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None. 
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Actions: None. 

 

Item 5:  STAFF REPORTS Presenter: Eric Osterling 

Discussion:  

Osterling reported on recent local and statewide, SGMA-related activities, the Tulare Lake Groundwater Modeling 
Committee groundwater modeling project is nearing completion, and Tulare Basin GSA parties are working on a 
GSP outline. Osterling met with individuals and companies to better understand tools available for the GSA’s 
benefit, including data management programs, water markets and airborne geophysical surveys. 

Hussain announced the need for a workshop to be scheduled in July 2018 to discuss the findings of the 
groundwater modeling report, how the report affects the GSA and to discuss the outline of the GSP. The Board 
agreed to meet for a workshop on July 19 at 5:30 PM.  

Actions: None. 

 

Item 6:  SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT 
(SGMA) UPDATE 

Presenter: Eric Osterling 

Discussion:  

Osterling explained he recently learned from a presentation provided by DWR and SWRCB representatives that 
the GSA will need to conduct its own water quality data analysis instead of relying on the outcomes of other 
programs (i.e. the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program).  

Actions: None. 

 

Item 7:  FINANCIAL UPDATE Presenter: Randy Shilling 

Discussion:  

Treasurer Shilling informed the Board that, should the Prop. 218 election pass, the Board will receive assessment 
funds beginning in January 2019. Shilling clarified that there are adequate funds in the account for the next one 
to two meetings, but that the Board will need to figure out how to pay bills until January 2019. 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 8:  STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS Presenter: Cristel Tufenkjian 

Discussion: 

Tufenkjian drew the Board’s attention to outreach materials sent and provided at public meetings and the public 
hearing. Tufenkjian discussed outreach attendance at meetings and webinars, phone calls, and stated that the 
218 Outreach Campaign was within budget.  

Osterling shared stories of successful Prop. 218 elections conducted in other GSAs. 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 9:  ANNOUNCE RESULTS OF ELECTION Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: 

The Board recessed at 6:43PM and reconvened at 7:42PM. 
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The results of the election were announced, as follows: Yes: 30,224,601; No: 10,581,559. 74.1% in favor; 413 votes 
were cast. 

Actions: None. 
 

Item 10:  CONSIDER ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 2018-2 Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None. 

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Meyer, and it was unanimously carried to adopt Resolution 2018-
2 certifying ballot results. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Mercer, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None) 

 

Item 11:  CONSIDER ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 2018-3 Presenter: Eric Osterling 

Discussion: None. 

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Mercer, and it was unanimously carried to adopt Resolution 
2018-3, establishing the assessment rate for FY2018-19 at $9.80/acre. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Mercer, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None) 

 

Item 12:  NEXT MEETING DATE Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

A Board Workshop is scheduled for July 19, 2018 at 5:30 PM.  

The Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for August 16, 2018 at 5:30 PM. 

Eric Osterling accepted a position at the Greater Kaweah GSA and will not be present at future SFKGSA meetings. 
Osterling introduced Charlotte Gallock, KRCD’s newly appointed Manager of Water Resources, who will serve in 
his place on technical matters. 

 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 13:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 5:30 PM 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 __________________________________ 

  Board Secretary 

 

________________________________  approved on August 16, 2018 

Joe Neves, Board Chair 
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