
South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 15, 2018 at 5:30 PM   
Lemoore City Council Chambers  

Members Present: 

David Brown, City of Lemoore 

Joe Neves, County of Kings (Chair) 

Ceil Howe, Empire West Side Irrigation District (Vice Chair) 

Charles Meyer, Stratford Irrigation District 

 

Members Absent: 

Stratford Public Utility District 

Others Present: 

Karen Ormsby, Kings County Grand Jury 

Calvin Monreal, Resident 

Julianne Phillips, Kings County 

 

Eric Osterling, Kings River Conservation District 

Cristel Tufenkjian, Kings River Conservation District 

Rebecca Quist, Kings River Conservation District  

 

Item 1:  CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair Neves 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM. 

 

Item 2:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Presenter: Chair Neves 

 

Item 3:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None. 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 4:  APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The Board considered the appointment of a Board Secretary due to the resignation of Director Young.  

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Meyer, and it was unanimously carried to appoint Director Brown 
as Board Secretary. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None) 

 

Item 5:  APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

The Board considered appointing a Treasurer (Resolution 2018-01), as the initial one-year term of the Treasurer’s 
appointment ended March 8, 2018. 

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Meyer, and it was unanimously carried to reappoint Randy 
Shilling as Board Treasurer. 
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(AYES: Brown, Howe, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None) 

 

Item 6:  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None. 

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Meyer, and it was unanimously carried to approve the September 
21, 2017 Regular and February 1, 2018 Special meeting minutes as presented. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None) 

 

Item 7:  DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Director Brown reported that Nathan Olson was appointed City Manager for the City of Lemoore. 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 8:  SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT 
(SGMA) UPDATE 

Presenter: Eric Osterling 

Discussion:  

Program Administrator Eric Osterling updated the Board on Prop 218 election activity within neighboring 
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs). The Tri-County Water Authority’s (TCWA) Prop 218 election failed. 
Compared to SFKGSA, TCWA has fewer stakeholders and proposed a greater contingency amount. Staff are 
focusing on educating the Public on the benefits of local control in order to have a successful Prop 218 election, 
with a deadline of January 31, 2020 to submit a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). Director Howe expressed 
concerns that all GSAs see the GSP through to completion.   

Via the County of Kings, the Tulare Lake Subbasin received a Department of Water Resources (DWR) grant to 
develop a hydrological model for the region which is close to completion. The model consulting team will 
present the model to the Kings County Board of Supervisors in May 2018. Outputs from the model are intended 
to be used to help define, and plan towards correcting, undesirable results within the GSA and the Subbasin. The 
Subbasin also received another $1.5 million grant from DWR to develop a coordinated GSP. The Tulare Lake 
Subbasin GSA Coordination group will be conducting interviews of potential consulting teams on March 16, 
2018. 

Actions: None. 

Item 9:  CONSIDER ACTION ON PROPOSITION 218 ELECTION Presenters: Eric Osterling, 

Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  

Osterling reported that the GSA’s technical consultant, Geosyntec Consultants, will provide the Board with a 
report on Proposition 218 election status, will ask the Board to consider action to adopt the Engineer’s Report 
and to authorize a date for a Proposition 218 public hearing. Osterling summarized the discussion on the Prop 
218 election from the February 2018 Special Board meeting.  

Technical Consultant Amer Hussain explained how the Engineer’s Report was updated to include recent feedback. 
Changes in the Report include a five-year sunset clause for the assessment and updated language in a few areas 
for consistency. Hussain reiterated key features of the documents explaining to the Board how unincorporated 
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and incorporated areas within the GSA’s boundaries will be assessed. Hussain also explained that revenue needs 
are to fund the GSA, reimburse the contributing members and to build and initial implementation of the GSP.  

Hussain discussed the Prop 218 election timeline, with the election ending at the June 21, 2018 hearing, and 
discussed how to present the information to the Public. Chair Neves recommended that staff highlight the de 
minimus pumper comment on page 39. After discussion, including Public recommendations, the Board tasked 
GSA staff to include stressing “public participation” and “community effort” language into outreach 
presentations.  

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Meyer, and it was carried to accept the Proposition 218 Engineers 
Report and to set the Proposition 28 Public Hearing for June 21, 2018. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Stratford Public Utility District) 

 

Item 10:  CONSIDER APPROVING CHANGE ORDER FOR DATA 
INVENTORY & EVALUATION 

Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  

Hussain explained that this item and the next agenda item are requests is to prepare change orders for two of 
the three remaining task orders. He then presented Change Order #1 to the Board for consideration. The Change 
Order includes additional data compilation and review of the Tulare Lake Subbasin model.  

Hussain explained that both Change Orders up for consideration were anticipated in the adopted budget and will 
be funded from the technical assessments and GSP preparations line items. Hussain and the Board discussed how 
the expanded scope and money will benefit the GSA, the timing and the work to be performed. 

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Brown, and it was carried to approve Change Order #1 for data 
inventory and evaluation.  

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Stratford Public Utility District) 

 

Item 11:  CONSIDER APPROVING CHANGE ORDER FOR PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

Presenter: Amer Hussain 

Discussion:  

Hussain presented Change Order #2 to the Board. The Order includes a budgetary change for project 
management services related to Groundwater Sustainability Plan development and to attend meetings on behalf 
of the GSA, including surrounding GSA meetings as needed. As staff were determining which meetings to attend, 
they realized that former budgetary estimates were less than actual. The Board discussed potentially holding 
study sessions at future Board meetings to discuss budget changes. Chair Neves and Hussain discussed efforts 
staff have made to decrease costs in other areas and recommended staff report these items to the Board in the 
future.  

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Brown, and it was carried to approve Change Order #2 for project 
management services. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Stratford Public Utility District) 
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Item 12:  STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS Presenter: Cristel Tufenkjian 

Discussion:  

The Board received a report from staff Cristel Tufenkjian regarding stakeholder outreach and communications 
activities for the Prop 218 election. Tufenkjian recommended the Board conduct outreach with their respective 
Boards and direct individuals to the webpage for more information. Tufenkjian and Chair Neves discussed current 
issues including dealing with incorrect mailing address or delinquent properties. 

Actions: None. 

 

Item 13:  CONSIDER MEETING SCHEDULE CHANGE Presenter: Cristel Tufenkjian 

Discussion:  

The Board considered changing the Board meeting schedule to meet bi-monthly instead of quarterly to coincide 
with GSP development beginning April 19, 2018 and occurring on the third Thursday of the month for the 
remainder of 2018. 

Actions:  

Director Howe motioned, seconded by Director Meyer, and it was carried to approve the meeting schedule 
change as presented. 

(AYES: Brown, Howe, Meyer, Neves; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Stratford Public Utility District) 

 

Item 14:  OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion:  

Troy Young retired and is replaced by Director Scott Mercer and Alternate Jeffery Gonzalez. 

Director Brown thanked staff for their work. 

Tufenkjian introduced new staff member Rebecca Quist of Kings River Conservation District. 

Actions: None. 

Item 15:  NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS Presenter: Chair Neves 

Discussion: None. 

Actions:  

The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for April 19, 2018 5:30 p.m. 

 

Item 16:  ADJOURNMENT Adjourned: 6:29 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 __________________________________ 

  Board Secretary 

 

________________________________  approved on April 19, 2018 

Joe Neves, Board Chair 
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